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0. Introduction
The NMP Partner Search Facility (PSF) has been created as part of the NMP TeAm webservice www.nmpteam.com for the purpose of offering a comprehensive and easy to use
web-based tool that supports the building of consortia for promising proposals.
One of the main features of this tool is the validation of requests by a responsible National
Contact Point - NCP. This ensures a high level of reliability and accuracy of data.
The validation of the entries includes an examination as to whether the information is
reliable and the specifications of the selected call topics have been considered.
Requests of users coming from EU member states or associated countries will be
validated by the NCP of the same country. Registered NCPs from third countries will
validate requests of users from their countries. In the case that a request has been
submitted from a user located in a third country without a registered NCP, one of the NMP
Team members will validate the entry.
Another important feature is the distinction between:
 Partner offer - Researchers who offer their expertise in a specific topic of research
and are looking for collaboration in possible project consortia and
 Partner search - Researchers or consortia with a definite idea for a project looking
for additional partners to complement their expertise.
So far more than 3.600 unique stakeholders from 95 countries have been registered to the
service: 22% coming from the industry, furthermore 15% coming users from SMEs and
60% coming from Higher Education and Research Organisations. Since the launch of this
service, more than 1.500 partner offers and 136 partner searches have been published. In
2016, 135 search offers for the NMBP topics were posted in the tool. 30 participants
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(22%) were found to be an active part of a H2020 proposal, while four resulting projects
were selected for funding (total EC funding of the projects: 21.4 M€).
Due to the success of the service, the tool has been extended to the NCP network projects
C-Energy2020 (SC 3 Secure, Clean and Efficient Energy www.partnersearch.cenergy2020.eu), NCPs CaRE (SC 5 Climate Action, Environment, Resource Efficiency
and Raw Materials www.partnersearch.ncps-care.eu). In order to keep the compatibility of
the services, a knowledge exchange has been organized and common ideas for
improvements have been discussed by the consortia of NMP TeAm, C-Energy2020 and
NCPs CaRE such as:

1. Topic specific deadlines to avoid entries on already closed calls for proposals.
2. Common registration level for the three activities.
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1. Topic specific deadlines
In 7th Framework Programme call topics were published as a part of yearly changing
annual work programmes. After the all calls were closed, the opportunity to submit new
partner offers or searches ended respectively. In Horizon 2020 the timespan of the work
programmes has been extended to two years or even three years with yearly calls for
proposals and respective call topics. As a result of this action, several partner searches
and offers have been uploaded although the deadlines already elapsed. In order to avoid
this, every topic is linked to its respective deadline now. Additionally, a link to the
relating topic specific information at the participant portal is added.

Screenshot 2: Topic specific information

-5-

2. Common registration level for the three activities.
Due to the fact that several users of the three partner search facilities (NMP TeAm, CEnergy2020 and NCPs CaRE) are active in more than one of the thematic areas it has
been decided by the members of the network projects to offer a common registration level.
The registration webpage: https://services.ptj.de/partnersearch/registration-overview

Screenshot 3: Common registration level
This offers the opportunity for registered users to enter partner searches and offers on call
topics of all the thematic areas of Horizon 2020 covered by the three networks.
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3.1 Registration
In order to get active as a new user of the Partner Search System it is necessary to
register and fill in at least all mandatory form fields (marked with an asterisk).
The "Competences" form field is a free text field that should be used to describe the
organisation´s business fields and competences.
The "SIC Codes" (Subject Index Classification Codes) field is another option to classify the
business by standardized key words and make it easier for other users to find the entry.
Make sure that the entered e-mail address is valid as it is not checked by the system. The
password must have a length of least of eight characters and must include at least one
special character, an upper case letter or one digit.

Screenshot 4: Registration form for a new user

If all mandatory fields have been completed, the registration is ready to be submitted. After
saving the entries the validation of the entered data will be done automatically by the web
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application. In case of a successful validation the applicant will receive a confirmation
message that the registration has been accepted.

Screenshot 5: Registration typical confirmation e-mail

To complete the registration procedure and activate the user account, the link in the
received registration e-mail has to be followed. After this, the account is ready for use and
partner searches and partner offers can be entered.
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3.2 Login
The PSF-webpage s found under: The registration webpage:
https://services.ptj.de/partnersearch/nmp/user-login. Registered user of the tool can log in
by entering their e-mail address and password.
Keep in mind that the username IS case sensitive so that MISTER@smith.com is different
to mister@smith.com.

Screenshot 6: Login
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3.3 Edit Profile
On the upper right part of the webpage the user name is displayed. The respective link
offers the opportunity to edit the user profile. A drop-down menu appears with the items
"Profile", "Logout" and "Manage registration". If "Profile" is chosen, the possibility to
change personal data is given. After the desired changes have been performed, the data
can be saved by using the "Save" button.

Screenshot 7: Edit Profile
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3.4 Enter and submit a Partner Offer or Partner Search
By following the "Entries link" a list of already published entries generated by the user
appears.

Screenshot 8: Entries List View

Registered users can either add a new entry or have the choice to edit
delete

, view

an existing one . By choosing the “Create new Entry” button, the respective

forms regarding partner offer or partner search appear.
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or

Screenshot 9: Entry form for a new partner search
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Up to three open call topics can be selected per partner search or offer:

Screenshot 10: Topic selection
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3.5 Brokerage Events
Brokerage events on the covered thematic areas and that are (co-)organised by one of the
three network projects NMP TeAm, C-Energy2020 and NCPs CaRE can be found here.
The list shows the title/thematic area, the date and offers the opportunity to indicate
whether an attendance is planned. This option has been added to make contact with
possible partners at these events easier.

Screenshot 11: Brokerage Events
Clicking the eye symbol, a new page is opened. This page shows more details of the
brokerage event and offers the opportunity to indicate the participation within the PSF
(item: participation) and provides a link to the registration of the brokerage event itself
(item: B2Match Registration).

- 14 -

3.6 E-Mail Alert & RSS Feeds
Complementary to the already described opportunities (looking for partners or projects by
generating a partner offer or partner search), registered users of the PSF have now the
opportunity to be informed about new entries regarding call topics of interest. This service
can be subscribed by two ways: via e-mail alert or via RSS feed.
This option is found on the left part of the web page und "E-Mail-Alerts / RSS Feeds". The
user can choose between "all current offers and searches" or by choosing "specific
topic(s)". The selection can be changed in his profile at any time.

Screenshot 12: E-Mail Alert / RSS Feed selection
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E-Mail Alert
If a user has chosen to be informed via e-mail alert about new entries, he will receive an
advice as soon as a new entry has been published:

Screenshot 13: E-Mail notification
By following the link, details of the relevant entry will be displayed:

Screenshot 14: Displayed Partner Offer
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RSS Feeds
The RSS Feed option offers similar opportunities to the E-Mail alert. A feed of all partner
offers and searches as well as filtered by areas can be received.

Screenshot 15: Subscribed RSS Feeds
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3.7 Managing Entries
Managing entries that are already in the PSF can be done by following the "entries" item
on the left. The list of partner entries can be filtered for "search", "offer" and "offer/search"
and the number of shown entries can be varied between 10, 25, 50 and 100. The entries
can be searched for keywords (e.g. NMBP or 2018) by entering those in the box on the
right side. Entries that do not match the search parameter will be excluded from the list. All
owned entries can be viewed, edited and deleted.

Screenshot 16: Search for Partner Entries
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3.8 Search for Partner Entries
When searching for partner entries that are already published in the PSF, the user has to
enter the webpage https://www.nmp-partnersearch.eu/index.php?index=53. If the item
SEARCH ENTRIES is chosen, a new frame is opened. Here, the entries can be refined by
several categories and the entry texts can be search for phrases as well.

Screenshot 17: Search Partner Entries
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3.9 Search for Partner Profiles
When searching for partner profiles that are already in the PSF, the user has to go to the
webpage https://www.nmp-partnersearch.eu/index.php?index=53. If the item SEARCH
PROFILES is chosen, a new frame is opened. Here, the entries can be refined by several
categories and the entry texts can be search for phrases as well. The search parameters
are realised according to the information that has been generated on the base of the
organisation profiles and consist of the main business fields and competences of the
registered users of the Partner Search Facility.

Screenshot 18: Search profiles
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As the result of the search a list of entries that fit the search criteria will be displayed:

Screenshot 19: List of identified Organisations

By choosing one of the displayed names, detailed information about the organisation
appears:

Screenshot 20: Organization Profile
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3.10 Navigation
On the left, the user can find six hyperlinks. The first one is REGISTRATION and offers the
possibility to register as a user. Second is LOGIN, which allows logging in as a registered
user. SEARCH ENTRIES will lead you to the search engine which will allow you to search
the partner entry database using various search criteria. SEARCH PROFILES offers the
opportunity to identify potential partners independent from the current call topics. The
search parameters are realised according to the information that has been generated on
the base of the organisation profiles and consist of the main business fields and
competences of the registered users of the Partner Search Facility. The next link leads to
the LIST ENTRIES OFFERS which will display all partner offers and the last link LIST
ENTRIES SEARCH will likewise display all partner searches.

Screenshot 21 : User Navigation Box
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4. Responsible for the manual:

Ingo Rey
German National Contact Point Materials
Projektträger Jülich - PtJ
52425 Jülich
Germany
Tel.: +49 2461-612623
http://www.nks-werkstoffe.de
i.rey@fz-juelich.de

Michael Wessel
German National Contact Point Materials
Projektträger Jülich - PtJ
52425 Jülich
Germany
Tel.: +49 2461-6185088
http://www.nks-werkstoffe.de
m.wessel@fz-juelich.de
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5. Contacts

German National Contact Point for Materials
Ingo Rey

Michael Wessel

Tel.: +49 2461-612623
52425 Jülich, Germany

Tel.: +49 2461-6185088
52425 Jülich, Germany
http://www.nks-werkstoffe.de

i.rey@fz-juelich.de

m.wessel@fz-juelich.de

German National Contact Point for Environment
Shilpi Saxena

Antje Többe

Tel.: +49 30-201993215
10969 Berlin, Germany

Tel.: +49 228-60884203
53175 Bonn, Germany
http://www.nks-umwelt.de

s.saxena@fz-juelich.de

a.toebbe@fz-juelich.de

Irish National Contact Point for Energy
Philip Cheasty
Tel: +353 021-4800216
East Point Business Park, Dublin 3
philip.cheasty@enterprise-ireland.com
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